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Minutes of meeting held 

At Crown Court, Newton Road, Tilbury

Thursday 6th October 2011  

Present:                                                 Apologies:

Trevor Martin                                           Cllr Steve Liddiard                                                           Ron Eacott                                               Cllr Lynn Worrall           

Debbie Quick                                            Susan Clark 

C. White                                                 Cllr Baldwin

C Elliott                                                  

M Law                                       

Terry Brown           Jack Doodes                                          

Steve Quick           June Brown                         

Robert Baker          M Arnell

J Merrigan             P Lawrence

Vicky Morgan          Les Morgan         

Thandiwe Khumalo     M Lawson

David Hawkins         Ade Bamgbose

Rita Copeman          Cllr Bukky Okunade

C Ricks                 R Duck

B Duck                  Louise Pope

Michelle Warman      Jill Bacon

L Oke                   Nathan Drover

Julie Nelder

1.Welcomes and apologies- Noted.

2.Minutes of last meeting – Points actioned. The trees outside the Catholic Church have now been cut back. The Leisure Centre Petition has been set up and Trevor asked that any completed sheets be passed to Cllr Okunade for Cllr Worrall to present at Full Council in a couple of weeks time. The Police were contacted regarding attending tonight’s meeting. Minutes read and agreed.

3.Matters arising – Cllr Okunade confirmed that she and Cllr Worrall have met with Thurrock Councils Chief Executive on a walk about in Tilbury and will be following up ownership issues regarding the Leisure Centre and Calcutta Club.

June reported that the TRP (Tilbury Riverside Project) are still waiting to hear from Amanda Thompson at Morrison re Christmas Lights funding.

Action: Debbie to e mail Amanda.

4.Police Update – Debbie confirmed as in point 2 that she had contacted the Police and they had reported that they would try and get an Officer to tonight’s meeting. Unfortunately an Officer was not in attendance.

5. Speaker – Nathan Drover introduced himself. He explained that the Council has expressed its concerns regarding the proposed Port Lorry Park. There are currently two plans under the Development Corporation, the Port Development Scheme on the Go Kart track (Tilbury North) for warehousing and parking of 500 lorries and on land belonging to ISIS in Thurrock Park Way (North of Asda) for warehousing, commercial buildings and 150 lorries. Nathan confirmed that permission hasn’t yet been given for the Port Scheme as it is on Green Belt and needs to be submitted to the Secretary of State. Nathan suggested that residents/Forum contact the Secretary of State.

Action: Trevor to discuss with Cllr Worrall and await meeting on 25th Oct.

Currently the Council are carrying out overnight parking checks and issuing tickets to lorries illegally parked but this is not working. It would be easier to move lorries on, enforcing parking restrictions, if there were a parking facility and for this reason the Council would support a Lorry Park. Les argued that we don’t currently have 500 lorries trying to park around Tilbury. Would there be charges to park in the Lorry Park? Nathan reported that there would be but unsure if it would be a charge to individual drivers or the Haulage firms. Concerns are that additional Haulage firms would use the parking facility and there would be even more lorries. This increases residents concerns regarding air pollution and its impact on the death rates in Tilbury. Bob reported that he had raised the possibility of installing Pollution meters at the last meeting. Noise pollution is also a concern. Residents feel the Port must have spare land within its boundaries for parking while Tilbury is losing all its open spaces.

Action: Trevor to follow this up during the meeting with residents, Cllr Worrall and Perry Gladding on the 25th Oct.

Catherine was concerned about the impact extra lorries in the area would have on stability of homes in Tilbury. Nathan suggested accessing the Development Corporations website for further information.

Bob also raised concerns regarding entrance and exit to the Ports proposed Lorry Park. Nathan reported that the 1089 is under the jurisdiction of the Department of Transport and therefore, the Council would not be in a position to object to their plans. However, Nathan is not sure of the position, beyond the Asda roundabout. Colin concerned that any extra traffic would cause gridlock. Nathan reported that the Highways Agency had been looking at the option of traffic signals on the roundabout. Jack reported that the last incident on the 1089 lacked adequate diversion signs. Who would be responsible for this? Nathan reported that for Coryton the Police are deployed.

Lawrence was concerned that we have discussed many negatives but were there any positives to the proposed Port Scheme. Nathan reported that if the Port scheme were to go ahead it would provide a walkway to Asda.

Residents then raised the issues of parking around Tilbury Town Station. Julie Nelder reported that the Council do have money to carry out a Consultation, as they are aware the problem is getting worse. Letters will go out to residents later this year. Jack asked if with the platform extension work that is being carried out this would provide extra land for parking facilities. Would this be a Council or Network Rail issue? This wasn’t addressed but Nathan reported he is aware the extension work should finish next month and then work should start on the Lift installation.

A resident raised concern regarding a business being run from a property in Feenan Highway. 

Action: Nathan to feedback to David Bloom in Planning Enforcement.

Colin raised concerns regarding rubbish around the Fort Road area and the condition of some of the fencing.

Action: Nathan unsure about ownership issues but will follow up.

Nathan fedback that the missing 600m of footpath from the Spindles to the Gateway Academy that has been followed up by Cllr Worrall should be going down soon.

Vicky raised problems with parking and unclear road markings regarding restrictions around St Mary’s and Lansdowne Schools now the Market Car Park is unavailable. Trevor also felt Road markings in general around Tilbury are in a poor state.

Action: Michelle to follow up to see if the rubble can be removed from the Market place. Also Julie will look into the Illegal order regarding parking restrictions.

Jack felt if the Council have concerns re the Dale Farm situation couldn’t height restrictions be put up so cars could still access the Market place for parking.

Les asked with lack of parking in Tilbury and the Market now being housed adjacent to Montreal Road restricting parking there couldn’t it have been housed outside shops in Calcutta Road? Nathan reported that certain vehicles couldn’t get on the pavement in Calcutta Rd.

Jack suggested that the CRC (old Fire Station) Car Park be used. 

Vicky also raised concerns regarding the parking situation in Brennan Road. When she visits her mum she needs to park on the grass verge, which she doesn’t really want to do but to put in a drop kerb is so expensive. Residents are aware that grass verge parking is being addressed in Feenan Highway. Julie reported that it was due to issues around injury and accidents that the work in Feenan has been carried out. However, the Council do have a list of areas in Thurrock that would benefit from hard standings.

Action: Julie happy to take above points forward and feedback.

Catherine reported that she doesn’t feel all issues are the fault of the Council. Although Tilbury has issues she knows people that visit the Town and think it’s a good place but can appreciate that if residents have lived in Tilbury all their lives they have seen negative changes.

6.Chairs report – Trevor reported that he will be attending the next Cleaning and Greening meeting and if anyone has any issues please let him know so he can take them forward. Trevor is aware that they will be discussing the Councils Verge Parking Policy.  Colin asked if he could be given the date of the next meeting.

Trevor also reported on the communication received by the Forum on the Councils new Community Gritting and Snow Clearance Scheme. Trevor asked if anyone is interested in being involved to let him know.

Trevor also fedback on information he had received for the setting up of a Veterans Charter. Information was sent round during the meeting. 

7.Funding Applications – The issue was raised regarding maintenance of the Horse trough for another year. A price of £367.50 has been given for the coming year and Jack explained on behalf of Nick who carries out the work, how the costing is broken down. The Forum currently has sufficient money in their account to cover this. A vote was taken for Nick to continue for another year and carried unanimously.

8.Community Protection report – Unfortunately we have no representative this evening.

9.Housing Office update – Michelle apologised that she had been unable to attend last months meeting. Many of the issues she had to raise have already been covered. Michelle did report that the Flags at the Clock Tower in Civic Square are soon to be replaced. June asked if it was possible to have the Clock set to the correct time too.

One resident asked if Michelle was aware if any fines had been issued for Dog Fouling. Michelle suggested if residents know the general times dog fouling happens to let Enforcement know. Jack reports that this would probably be outside of their working hours. Michelle felt that the Officers could extend their hours if necessary. Rita feels that the waste bins need to be emptied more regularly.

Action: Michelle and Trevor will take this forward.

Michelle asked if there were any other issues. Jack explained that he had reported the issue of rubbish in the walkway off Wellington Road a number of times. It was in fact cleared today but not satisfactorily. Michelle reported that she had been aware of this and that it should be checked regularly. There is an Estate inspection, taking place from Wellington Road tomorrow and Michelle will take another look at the walkway. The Estate Inspections take place regularly and are advertised in the Gazette and Enquirer and it would be great to have more residents attending.

Jack reported that there are also still issues regarding the drains at the Montreal fast food outlet and other residents are aware of similar issues involving the Rainbow Fish bar. Jack confirmed that he had spoken with Tony Barlow regarding the Montreal issues. Tony had reported that it had been looked at and the issue was with the cover over the drain. However, Jack had previously marked the drain cover and it was clear that it hadn’t at any time been removed. Jack reported that he has also taken photographs, which he has e mailed to Tony’s boss. Jack is also aware that someone has attempted to clear the drain with rods but they had only made a hole in the fat and not cleared the drain. Michelle reported that she has asked for a camera test. Jack reported that Tony Barlow has now informed him that Anglian Water has taken over the drains. Jack has been in touch with Anglian Water and they have been down to have a look at the problem. 

Action: Michelle to contact Jack for a meeting between them and a surveyor to finally deal with the problem.

Vicky raised concerns regarding her Gran who is a Council tenant. Also David has an issue relating to the service road behind Bryanston Road.

Action: Michelle will discuss individually after the meeting.

10.AOB – June reported that the TRP are near to having sufficient funds to cover the Tilbury Christmas Lights and have additional fundraising events planned which are: Quiz Night 15th Oct, Last Night of the Proms 4th Nov and a Carol Concert 13th Dec. Please see June for further information. 

Issues around the Leisure Centre were raised again. Colin reported that he had spoken with some residents who had felt if the issue cannot be resolved and a Leisure Centre re-instated, it should revert to open land. Jack reported that he had attended a meeting at the Police Station where safety issues concerning Leisure Centre were being discussed and demolishing the building had been raised. Cllr Okunade reported that the Council are not currently in a position to buy back the building.

Both Bob and June attended the last Bus Users Group meeting and were informed that Enforcement have been looking at the issue of the Bus Stop and parking in Civic Square and one person has been prosecuted. Enforcement are also looking into making sure the road markings are clearer. June and Bob have raised the issue of putting in a Bus Shelter in Calcutta Road and this is being looked at. 

Terry reported that the 99 Bus route would not be in operation this coming Saturday. Bob also reported that there have been changes made to the 200 Bus route.

Rita raised that there are still safety issues concerning crossing the Square by the Council Offices due to parked cars. The question was again raised for using the CRC for car parking.

Julie reported that the Council have been discussing these issues and may be able to put up Limited Waiting time signs and mark out for parallel parking.

11.Next Meeting – Thurs 3rd Nov 7pm Crown Ct, Newton Rd, Tilbury

