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Minutes of meeting held 

At Crown Court, Newton Road, Tilbury

Thursday 1st September 2011  

Present:                                                 Apologies:

Trevor Martin                                           Cllr Steve Liddiard                                                           Ron Eacott                                              Jack Doodes           

Debbie Quick                                            June Brown 

C. White                                                 Cllr Baldwin

C Elliott                                                  Lorraine Fugl

R I Barnard Hill                                         Jill Bacon

Terry Brown                                             

Steve Quick                            

Robert Baker          M Arnell

J Merrigan             P Lawrence

Vicky Morgan          Les Morgan         

Thandiwe Khumalo     M Lawson

David Hawkins         Blessing

Rita Copeman          Cllr Bukky Okunade

Cllr Lynn Worrall      R Duck

1.Welcomes and apologies- Noted.

2.Minutes of last meeting – Read and agreed.

3.Matters arising – .Cllr Worrall gave feedback from her meeting with Perry Gladding. The boundaries for the proposed lorry park have started to be marked out. Cllr Worrall has suggested getting a small residents group together to work with her and meet with Perry Gladding to try and get the best outcome possible for the Town. Cllr Okunade asked if anyone present would like to be part of the residents group. Colin, Les and Trevor put their names forward. A number of residents suggested that Keith Hatcher be contacted to be part of the group. Cllr Worrall asked if they could contact him.

All Tilbury Cllrs had also signed a letter of objection against the Lorry Park to the Secretary of State but the response was that they could not affect the Lorry Park decision.

Residents are concerned that the site is 24 hectares now, but that there is 100 plus hectares of marsh land.

Action: If anyone else would like to be part of the group please give their details to Debbie.

Cllr Worrall also reported that the Leisure Centre is back up for sale at £1 million, advertised as “ideal for 35 houses with parking”. This would require a relaxing of the Covenant. The Forum would be happy to lead on a petition against a relaxation. Cllr Worrall reported that Business Rates are due to be reintroduced in the next few years, which may mean the Council could buy the Leisure Centre back. Cllr Worrall is also planning to raise the issue at Council.

One resident suggested raising the issue on Essex radio.

Action: Cllr Worrall to get petition paperwork set up for collection from the Labour shop on Saturday and will e mail to Debbie for further distribution.

In his absence Cllr Liddiard sent a report read out by Cllr Worrall. A new CCTV car has been purchased by the Council to be used around Thurrock. It can look at issues of litter and parking ie outside Tesco, grass verge parking and the congestion around local schools. 

Both Cllr’s Worrall and Liddiard have been allocated £2,000 for Community Engagement Projects but as this is currently only a pilot scheme it has to be spent in the Tilbury St Chads Ward.

Colin asked if money could be used for next years Centenary Event. Cllr Worrall reported that Participation Budget money would be available for this. There is also up to £5,000 available from 1st September for Community Projects and details can be obtained from Natalie Warren or Carol Spencer and Big Society money is another option.

Action: Debbie to e mail Natialie for more information.

4.Police Update – Unfortunately the Police were not available for tonight’s meeting.

Action: Debbie to email questions for response at next months meeting.

5. Speaker – Richard Hatter employed by the Councils Planning Committee introduced himself. Richard explained the relationship between the Port’s Lorry Park and Thurrock Councils Core Strategy and 10 year plan. However, changes need to be made to Policy and therefore the Inspectors have asked for another Consultation to take place. Thandi asked if a thorough Consultation had taken place previously. Richard confirmed that interested parties and local groups would have been contacted but not every household. Les asked why the Council agreed to release 24 hectares and cant understand how the proximity to housing of a 24hour lorry park with 50ft warehouses could have been discussed and agreed. Also what is to stop them releasing more land. Richard explained that the Council has to balance green belt, residents and business and they need to meet Council Policy to improve jobs in the area and support big business but wouldn’t support further hectares.

Bob asked whether air pollution metres were being used in Tilbury. Richard reported that he was not aware but could take this forward.

Colin felt that an area must have a requirement for a set percentage of open space and green belt. Richard reported that was correct.

Residents feel that they are losing more and more of their open spaces and not getting a fair deal. What benefits would the Ports Lorry Park give to Tilbury?

Rita raised concern regarding the clearing of the ditches around the marshland and potential flooding. Richard confirmed that it was due to concerns over flooding that the Council would only release 24 hectares.

Mick reported that Pete Harvey and the organisation Bug Life, had raised concerns and have a case against Natural England regarding the destruction of the areas wildlife, but that these concerns don’t appear to have been followed up. Richard is aware that biodiversity is considered and wondered if Pete Harvey’s concerns could be accommodated in the plan.

Action: Richard will look into this and feedback to the Forum.

Richard reported that the Council does have further Consultations planned for outstanding Planning Strategies and will contact the Forum with regards to those affecting Tilbury.

Richard confirmed that not all details of the Lorry Park plan have been agreed so it is important for residents to support Cllr Worrall and the group in negotiations with the Port. Richard also reported that the Council are running an advert in the Enquirer regarding suitable sites for lorry parks in Thurrock and Cllr Worrall suggested residents give their comments.

Vicky raised the issue of parking for shops and the situation with the Market car park in Tilbury. Richard reported that they have been looking at the site for housing but would be happy to take residents comments forward. Vicky reported many of the parents park in the market to drop their children at school. Richard aware this does need looking at and this can be shown in a future Consultation. Questions were also raised regarding plans for Universal Tyres and issues around commuter parking. Cllr Okunade suggested. Cllr Okunade suggested contacting C2C regarding the parking. 

Les asked if there was any update on the Tilbury Town rail extension works. Richard suggested David Freestone from Highways would be the best contact.

Action: Richard to speak to David.
6.Chairs report –. Trevor reported that he will be attending the Cleaning and Greening meeting next week and will be taking forward a number of issues along with any raised this evening. Trevor will also ask if metal signs can be put up at Park entrances regarding dog mess and would be following up the issue of “resident’s parking” through Andrew Murphy’s Office. Trevor reported that he has met with Highways regarding the bus stop in Civic Square and will continue to follow this up. Residents have also been speaking to drivers of the 73 about the ongoing issue of it sitting and waiting.
7.Funding Applications – There have been no applications this month. Currently Trevor is following up payment through the Insurance Company for repairs to two of the Forum Notice Boards that were vandalised. Les reported perhaps in the future residents could get together to carry out repairs.

8.Community Protection report – Unfortunately we have no representative this evening.

9.Housing Office update – Unfortunately we have no representative this evening.

Action: Debbie to e mail the above re attending for October.

10.AOB – Cllr Worrall gave information on the next Council “Lets Talk” event in Orsett on the 14th September and encouraged residents that are able to attend to do so and ask if it is possible to hold another such event in Tilbury.

Trevor reported that a meeting is being held on 7th Sept in Chadwell regarding the proposed second Dartford river crossing. 

Les raised concerns regarding drinkers behind the printers in the Square. 

Action: Cllr Worrall will speak with Police.

Terry reported that the 200 Bus now isn’t stopping at the Oaks. Concerns were also raised about the 22 Bus. Les asked about Community transport. Residents reported that many of them use Trans Vol, who provide a good service.

11.Next Meeting – Thurs 6th October 7pm Crown Ct, Newton Rd, Tilbury

