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Minutes of meeting held 

At Crown Court, Newton Road, Tilbury

Thursday 5th January 2012  

Present:                                                 Apologies:

Trevor Martin                                           Cllr Okunade                                                          Ron Eacott                                               Cllr Baldwin          

M Lawson                                                Annie O’Brien

Lorraine Fugl                                            Jill Bacon

Terry Brown           Jack Doodes                    Michelle Warman

Steve Quick           June Brown                     Cllr L Worrall                        

Robert Baker          Terry Stevens                  

J Merrigan             R I Bernard Hill                    

Vicky Morgan          Les Morgan                     

Debbie Quick          Louise Pope                     

Rita Copeman          Linzi Leslie      

PCSO Karen Davies   Sue Clark

Cllr Steve Liddiard    Thandi Khumalu

1.Welcomes and apologies- Noted. 

2.Minutes of last meeting – Minutes of last meeting read and agreed.

3.Matters arising – Terry asked if he and Louise could be identified in the minutes as representing the One Community (OC).

Terry (OC) reported that the OC Chair Yewande had spoken with Annie O’Brien of the Tilbury Riverside Project (TRP) and Annie has agreed for OC to work alongside TRP on future local Heritage Walks.

The Planning meeting regarding the Leisure Centre is to take place on Thurs 12th Jan. June reported that she has contacted the Council Planning Office and informed that one representative will be able to speak for and one against the application. June asked whether the person speaking for would be a Cllr or member of the Public. Cllr Liddiard reported that Cllr Worrall would be prepared to speak against and that recommendation from all Council Officers is for refusal of the application. 

June reported that she has been trying to find out the contents of the Covenant Debbie has also contacted the Council and is awaiting a reply.  Jack stated that the Planning application states “construction of a Gym”, but what does that mean and if planning doesn’t go ahead can the building be demolished?

Cllr Liddiard reported no.

Action: Cllr Liddiard to contact Cllr Worrall regarding representation at the Planning meeting and he will try and check the terms of the Covenant.

Some residents had good experiences of using the previous Leisure Centre and many believe it should be available for the local youth to use. Jack can see that the Gateway Academy offers some benefits but sometimes charges for their facilities are high. Les asked if the Council would consider buying it back. Cllr Liddiard reported that it would need to be a viable business. Bernard reportd on a Youth Centre in Kent owned by the Council but not staffed by them. Cllr Liddiard reported that the rates set by the Government for sucha building would be approx £1,000. Jack asked if there were not however Council Rating Officers who also have a say in rates set. Jack also reported on the situation with the length of Council leases, which had led to the closure of the Launderette. Cllr Liddiard reported there have been changes to leases. Les asked whether there are dispensations on rates to certain groups. Cllr Liddiard reported there were but not in this case. Jack wondered whether the Council could look at allowing a dispensation. Linzi felt that money is made available for some issues but not others. Jack also reported on Section 106 money allocated to an area when building changes being made doesn’t seem to have been used appropriately in /Tilbury in the past. Cllr Liddiard reported that agreement would need to be given in a Planning application for Section 106 money to be used for Youth/Community Projects. Les is concerned that a lot of land is being built on around Tilbury with no benefit to the community. Cllr Liddiard reported that benefits could sometimes take the form of a percentage of the flats/houses built being made available to Housing Associations. 

Cllr Liddiard however, reported that an exercise had been carried out into buildings in Tilbury available for use by the Public and there a re approx 32. 

Vicky asked if anyone aware if the Calcutta Club had been sold. No one was.

June suggested that further discussions on a way forward with the \leisure Centre wait until after the Planning meeting.

4.Police Update – PCSO Karen Davies who generally covers East Tilbury was present tonight with the update. Figures for December 2011 were as follows:

8 Assaults, 1 Breach of the peace, 11 Burglaries (house), and 6 (other)

24  Criminal damage, 1 Dangeros dog, 1 Drugs, 1 Fraud, 1 GBH,

1 Public order, 1 Racial/Religious attack, 1 Robbery, 16 Thefts (various).

Cllr Liddiard asked if there had been an increase in burglaries? PCSO Karen believes there were over the Christmas period. Jack asked if anything could be done in the light of increased burglaries. PCSO Karen reported that Property marking kits are available to residents from the Police Station. The Police would also recommend keeping doors locked and where possible, to fit security lighting. The Police also offer free Security Surveys, which can be arranged by contacting the Police Station. Jack reported that some of the security lights seem to shine across the road and not on the property.

Bernard asked re micro chipping for dogs. PCSO Karen reported there had been some sessions offering this locally but advised to check with local vet. Bernard also asked if dogs needed to be kept on leads on the Daisy Field. PCSO reports not familiar with the area but would be the case around Childrens play area’s otherwise owners by Law need to keep their dogs under control.

Residents asked about the situation with the Scruttons Club in Ellerman Rd which they believed was being monitored by the PCSO’s due to specific issues and PC Keith Corey was also aware. PCSO Karen reported that PCSO’s were finishing at midnight but some shifts had been changed to work later on Fir/Sat. However, for any issues after midnight PCSO Karen suggested ringing 101. Cllr Liddiard reported that the Council do have a Noise Pollution Service that can be contacted on 01375 372468. Linzi asked were there not rules that Club members needed to abide by? PCSO Karen reported that if complaints have been made these will be taken into consideration when their Licence is up for renewal. 

Action: PCSO Karen will raise the issue with PC Corey. Bill Sargent will also e mail the Noise Pollution Service as he is in regular contact with them. 

5. Speaker – No speakers were available to attend tonight’s meeting

6.Chairs report – Trevor reported that he had been following up on a number of issues this month and will be taking the issue of Verge Parking and poor drainage along for discussion at the next Cleaning and Greening meeting on the 26th Jan. If anyone has any other issues for discussion please let Trevor know.

Les reported that during the meeting with the Port before Christmas te issue of maintenance of the Promenade was raised and Perry Gladding had expressed an interest in carrying out a walkabout. Mick asked when the next meeting was being held? 

Action: Les will formulate a list of possible meeting dates for the next Forum meeting. Debbie and Cllr Liddiard to contact Cllr Worrall re organising a meeting with the Port.

7.Funding Applications – There have been no applications this month.

8.Community Protection report – Unfortunately we have no representative this evening. 

9.Housing Office update –. Unfortunately Michelle was unwell this evening but Bill Sargent had attended in her place. Jack asked if the boxes put up around flats in Wellington Road was CCTV as he would question they are in the correct position. Issues had previously been raised around youngsters kicking the doors as they open in and not out. 

Action: Bill to look into this. 

 Bill reported there are new cameras at Perth and Commonwealth House’s.

Vicky raised ongoing concerns regarding contacting the Morrison’s Repairs Line and wondered if repairs issues could also be dealt with by e mail as responses were much better when the Council were operating this system. Bill reported that the Council are in talks with Morrison regarding this issue. 

Vicky asked how long Morrison has the contract for. Bill reported that the Contract was to run for 5 years from Aug 2010 but they are being closely monitored. Les asked did the Council not tender for the contract. Bill reports unsure. Jack reported that a similar scenario happened with Waste Collections and these are now back under the Council.

Cllr Liddiard reported that he also receives a lot of complaints from residents regarding Morrison and it is really important to note the name of the workman, the number of the van and the time they arrived so issues can be followed up.

Jack asked if Morrison were prioritising work correctly? Bill reports that they should be adhering to the National “Right to Repair” targets.

Les asked re the new fencing being put in which is better than the old Chestnut fencing but how were jobs allocated for completion? Bill reported that they tend to be batched together so you could wait eg. 1 week or 1 month.

Jack reported that the railings around the flower bed’s, next to Tesco are still missing. Jack had seen men measuring up and spoken to them and they seemed believe that the cost of replacing them was quite high. Bill reported that they are aware of this and money is available for the railings to be replaced.

Sue reported that Cheryl Williams is now the Estate Office representative for Tilbury/St Chads. Housing are looking to roll out a “Street Reps” Scheme more informal than Neighbourhood Watch and are looking for volunteers. The reps will be issued with Community Identification and report to the Housing Officer. Bill reported that this Scheme is working well in Chadwell and have recruited volunteers through Youth Offending and the Good Neighbourhood Scheme.

Bill confirmed that the Estate Inspections are still running in Tilbury and the Forum has a list of the dates. 

Les asked if there was any update on 99 Feenan? Both Bill and Cllr Liddiard reported that there are now less vans parked there but as there is no Highways Enforcement Team it is difficult to regulate.

Vicky asked if it would be possible to pay for installation of a drop kerb through instalments on rent payments.

Action: Bill will look into Vicky’s question.
10. AOB – OC reported that they are looking to apply for funding to run a Community Activity and if successful would like to contribute to the Centenary event. June reported that Annie and Debbie had applied for Centenary Funding and have been granted £400. The next Centenary Committee meeting will take place on Wed 18th Jan 6.30pm at Crown Court. The OC report that they will also approach some of their current VIP programme participants to have a stand at the Centenary event on behalf of OC.

The OC are also holding housing surgeries in conjunction with Family Mosaic at their shop in Dock Road. These are open to anyone that has any housing queries. 

Terry asked if there were any plans for a safer means of crossing to get to Asda? Jack reported that this is covered within the Port Development Plans for the Lorry Park. 

Jack raised the issue of Commuter Parking. With the extension of the Station Platform land has been created that Network Rail could use for Parking. Mick reported that during a previous meeting Julie Nelder had reported Commuter Paring was being looked into and local residents should be receiving correspondence regarding this but still haven’t received anything. 

Action: Raise the Parking issue with Council CEO at next meeting. 

11.Next Meeting – Thurs 2nd Feb 2012 7pm Crown Ct, Newton Rd, Tilbury

